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EMPEROR COMMENCES 10,000-15,000 METRE DRILLING PROGRAM AT THE 

DUQUESNE WEST GOLD PROJECT 

 

Edmonton, Alberta, December 4, 2025 – Emperor Metals Inc. (“Emperor”) (CSE: AUOZ, 

OTCQB: EMAUF, FSE: 9NH) is pleased to announce the start of its 10,000 – 15,000 metre 

diamond drilling program at its flagship Duquesne West Gold Project in Quebec for the 2025-2026 

winter season.   

 

V.P. Exploration John Labrecque commented: “We are excited to resume drilling at Duquesne 

West. Building on the strong results from 2024, our team has clearly defined the key targets for 

this next phase. With approximately $11.1 million in working capital (P.R. Oct 17, 2025), Emperor 

is well-funded to execute this focused exploration program.” 

 

2025-2026 Winter Exploration Program 

 

Leveraging insights from the 2024 results, our advanced AI (Artificial Intelligence) models will 

guide targeting efforts to improve and refine the economic parameters of the conceptual open-pit 

environment by following up on poorly understood areas ( e.g., DQ24-12: 21.7m of 35.2 g/t Au), 

focus on converting some of the ounces from inferred to indicated, and extending the footprint an 

additional 1 km east of the conceptual open pit toward the Nip Zone. 

Key components of the 2025 season include: 

1) Expand the Open Pit Footprint: Target additional discoveries within the host rock 

containing high-grade gold lenses, focusing on the conceptual open-pit model. 

2) Increase the Thickness of the High-Grade Lenses: Incorporate previously unaccounted 

lower-grade gold from the margins of high-grade lenses and enhance their overall 

thickness. 

3) Expand Mineralized Zones: Extend the lateral footprint of mineralized zones along strike 

and dip. 

4) Discover New Zones: Explore potential new zones not yet included in the conceptual 

open-pit model, with a particular focus on eastward expansion. 

5) Validate Historical Zones: Confirm existing high grade historical zones along plunge to 

determine extent of mineralization and bring inferred material into measured and 

indicted categories. 
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The 2024 program clearly demonstrated the project’s strong potential, underpinning a new initial 

resource estimate that more than doubled the historical figure (see press release dated July 9, 2025) 

and identifying multiple priority targets for the current phase of work. This substantial increase in 

resources was achieved by evaluating and integrating both open-pit and underground mining 

scenarios. 

 

Upcoming Catalysts 

 

The current drill program is scheduled to continue through early spring 2026, with initial assay 

results anticipated between mid-late January 2026. Our first drillhole of 2025 is planned to reach 

a depth of 550 meters and will test several gold-bearing intercepts, reflecting the multiple 

mineralized lenses that characterize this deposit. These multiple lenses not only support the 

potential of our conceptual open-pit model but also indicate a robust and laterally extensive gold-

mineralizing system, suggesting meaningful opportunities for future expansion within and outside 

the main conceptual open pit model (See Figure 1). 

 

Emperor is currently drilling hole DQ25-01 and is encountering the hallmark replacement-style 

mineralization characteristic of the deposit (See Image 1). This style of mineralization commonly 

develops with substantial thickness, thereby reducing dilution in a mining scenario and further 

underscoring the enduring strength of the southern Abitibi and the advantages of exploring a region 

repeatedly proven to be richly endowed with economic mineralization. 

 
Figure 1: Location of DQ25-01, initial drill target. 
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Image 1: Highlights a recent intercept from DQ25-01, exhibiting the hallmark features of replacement-

style mineralization that accounts for a significant portion of the deposit’s total tonnage. 

 

About the Duquesne West Gold Project  

 

The Duquesne West Gold Property is located 32 km northwest of the city of Rouyn-Noranda and 

10 km east of the town of Duparquet. The property lies within the historic Duparquet gold mining 

camp in the southern portion of the Abitibi Greenstone Belt in the Superior Province.  
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Under an Option Agreement, Emperor agreed to acquire a one hundred percent (100%) interest in 

a mineral claim package comprising 38 claims covering approximately 1,389 ha, located in the 

Duparquet Township of Quebec (the “Duquesne West Property”) from Duparquet Assets Ltd., a 

50% owned subsidiary of Globex Mining Enterprises Inc. (GMX-TSX). For further information 

on the Duquesne West Property and Option Agreement, see Emperor’s press release dated October 

12, 2022, available on SEDAR+.  

 

The Property hosts a recent inferred mineral resource (see press release dated July 9, 2025). The 

gold system remains open for resource identification and expansion.  

 

A reinterpretation of the existing geological model was created using AI and Machine Learning. 

This model shows the opportunity for additional discovery of ounces by revealing gold trends 

unknown to previous workers and the potential to expand the resource along significant gold-

endowed structural zones.  

 

QP Disclosure 

 

The technical content for the Duquesne West Project in this news release has been reviewed and 

approved by John Labrecque, P.Geol., a Qualified Person pursuant to CIM guidelines. 

 

About Emperor Metals Inc. 

 

Emperor Metals Inc. is an innovative Canadian mineral exploration company focused on 

developing high quality gold properties situated in the Canadian Shield. For more information, 

please refer to SEDAR+ (www.sedarplus.ca), under the Emperor’s profile. 

 

ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS and CEO John Florek 

 

s/ “John Labrecque”   

John Labrecque, P.Geol, 

Vice President Exploration, 

Emperor Metals Inc.   

 

Contact: John Florek, President/CEO  

T: (807) 228-3531 

 

The Canadian Securities Exchange has not approved nor disapproved the content of this 

press release. 

 

http://www.sedarplus.ca/
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Cautionary Note Regarding Forward-Looking Statements: 

Certain statements made and information contained herein may constitute “forward-looking information” and 

“forward-looking statements” within the meaning of applicable Canadian and United States securities legislation. 

These statements and information are based on facts currently available to Emperor and there is no assurance that the 

actual results will meet management’s expectations. Forward-looking statements and information may be identified 

by such terms as “anticipates,” “believes,” “targets,” “estimates,” “plans,” “expects,” “may,” “will,” “could” or 

“would.” Forward-looking statements and information contained herein are based on certain factors and assumptions 

regarding, among other things, the estimation of mineral resources and reserves, the realization of resource and reserve 

estimates, metal prices, taxation, the estimation, timing and amount of future exploration and development, capital 

and operating costs, the availability of financing, the receipt of regulatory approvals, environmental risks, title disputes 

and other matters. While Emperor considers its assumptions to be reasonable as of the date hereof, forward-looking 

statements and information are not guarantees of future performance and readers should not place undue importance 

on such statements as actual events and results may differ materially from those described herein. Emperor does not 

undertake to update any forward-looking statements or information except as may be required by applicable securities 

laws. 


